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Aims of ROUTE-HWF

Specific objectives: 

1. To provide a definition and taxonomy of the concept of medical deserts.

2. To develop guidelines on how EU Member States can monitor and measure 
medical deserts (as defined and categorized in the developed taxonomy) at 
national and subnational levels.

3. To provide in-depth insights on factors driving “desertification” and of HWF 
policy responses and approaches to medical deserts. 

4. To provide an optimal mix of HWF policy responses and approaches to 
medical deserts per category of the taxonomy on medical deserts.

5. To develop a roadmap which will support EU Member States in designing and 
implementing their health workforce policies, actions and initiatives related to 
medical deserts.
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The over-arching aim of ROUTE-HWF is to help EU Member States to 

reduce disparities in population health by ensuring timely access to 

high-quality healthcare in all regions of the EU.
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Expected outcomes of ROUTE-HWF

 Increased awareness- and understanding of medical deserts among 

public authorities, health professionals and other stakeholders;

 Increased capacity and better informed management of medical 
deserts by public authorities, health professional bodies and other 

stakeholders;

 Incorporation of ROUTE-HWF outputs (incl. roadmap) into decision 
making infrastructure at national and subnational levels;

 Increased understanding of the required data infrastructure and 

monitoring and measurement frameworks in relation to medical 
deserts;

 Strengthening national and subnational data collection procedures.
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Gantt chart 
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Web and social media

 Ronald Batenburg and Sorin Dan – ROUTE-HWF moderators for the HPP and cluster

 ROUTE-HWF website with a live Twitter feed for a wide dissemination: 

route-hwf.eu

 Twitter account: @route-hwf

 Linkedin account: linkedin.com/company/route-hwf/ 

 ResearchGate for scientific dissemination
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https://route-hwf.eu/
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